
Happy New Connexional Year! 

The new Methodist Church year began on 1st 
September and as we enter the next twelve months at 
LMC, there are lots of exciting things ahead of us. 

Our focus for the next twelve months is deliberately on 
mission and evangelism, falling in line with our vision to 
be a people who 'live like Jesus, reaching out with 
God's hope and love.'

From the earliest of times, this has been the raison d'être of the the church - we exist for the 
benefit of those who are not yet our members. The God who sent Jesus for the salvation of us and 
all of humanity, on a mission to reach and redeem everyone, and choses to use the likes of you 
and me for that task. When we engage with mission and evangelism and seek to make Jesus 
known, we are tuning into the very heartbeat of God and the eternal purpose of the church. There 
are lots of ways to get involved with things happening via church, but please don't think that 
reaching out with God's hope and love is a purely gathered church initiative. You and me each day 
inhabit specifc environments, whether that be a neighbourhood, a workplace, a family, a school 
playground, a group of friends. We are not there by accident! The God who sent Jesus, also sends 
us, and grants us the power of His Spirit to live for His praise and glory, wherever we are placed. 

So do come along and get stuck in with friends at church in reaching out, but don't forget too to be 
people who live like Jesus, wherever you are placed daily, and in that place, reach out with God's 
hope and love, so that His Kingdom might come in and around us in greater measure. 

There's a great year ahead! 

Gareth

Saturdays on the Streets



We had great fun last Saturday morning, being out on the streets 
of our community cleaning up litter, chatting & listening to people 
as well as giving away coffee, cake and information about the 
church. This is a regular feature in the coming year and we will be 
out again for the next 3 Saturdays (16th, 23rd 30th Sept and 
every fifth Saturday thereafter). One of our priorities this year is to 
raise our profile in the community and this is a great way to do so, 
as well as make a positive contribution to our local area. Do come 
join us, meeting for prayer at church 9:15 and then outside the 
co-op between 10am and 12noon. 
 



Equipping the church for evangelism

Over the next few weeks our Sunday morning preaching will be focused around mission and 
evangelism with our home groups also turning their attention to this subject. We also have Mark 
Greenwood coming to help train us in evangelism. The first of these sessions is for the whole 
church, so everyone is welcome and strongly encouraged to attend and its on 21st September, 
7:30pm in church. If you enjoy this session, there are a further four training evenings, but you don't 
commit yourself to this by attending the first open evening. You can read more about Mark here. 
 

 
We are once again hosting a 'Big Welcome' morning 
on 15th October 10:30am. This will be a normal 
Sunday morning with worship, teaching and 
fellowship and is a chance to invite people to come 
along, see what we're about and hopefully enjoy 
their time with us. This is the culmination of our 
Sunday series on evangelism and a great 
opportunity to put some of our teaching into 
practice again, by inviting friends and relatives to 
here about Jesus and the change he makes in 
people's lives. Maybe get praying about who you 
will invite. 

We are thrilled to welcome some new people on to the staff team. Mairi Ratcliffe has taken up post 
as a Lay Pastor at our Allenton church, Martha White has begun work as our new cafe manager, 
Peter Snelling is working with us for three months assisting with cleaning and Kat Harrison has 
taken up a one year post as our Creative Media Intern in partnership with New Wine. In addition to 
this, Sarah Baxter has taken on some extra hours to assist us with cleaning. We are grateful to 
God for all these people and pray that they will be a great blessing to us in the months ahead.  

Finding the next Minister for LMC

A number of folk have been asking about the process of 
selection for the next Minister. Although everything is not 
tied up precisely the Stewards have met with the Circuit 
Stewards and given input into the type of Minister the 
Circuit should be looking for. This information is put into a 
profile for a Minister by the Circuit Invitation Committee 
and will be circulated, along with every other vacancy to 
Ministers who are moving (like Gareth). The Circuit (in 
consultation with the Church Stewards) will shortlist the 



Minister's who they feel on paper are the right fit. At the same time all moving Ministers are doing 
the same exercise about prospective circuits and churches. The Methodist Church (through the 
Stationing Matching Group) then attempts to match Ministers and vacant appointments together in 
a residential meeting over a number of days that is permeated in an atmosphere of prayer. One 
matches are made, Circuits, Churches and Ministers arrange a visit to see the local area, visit the 
manse and meet the stewards of local churches that they have responsibility for. Should this go 
well, the circuit then invite the Minister to take up appointment in September 2018. If the match 
doesn't work out, there are subsequent rounds of matching and visiting in December and January. 
It is hoped that the new Minister for LMC will be appointed by the middle-end of November, but it 
may be later. Please pray for the Church Stewards and Circuit Stewards throughout this process. 
Please also continue to pray for Gareth & Laura and the children as they go through the process 
on the other side. 

Encouraging Maturity
We are pleased to launch our newest Housegroup this week on Wednesday eve 7:45pm at Gareth 
& Laura's house. We now have a house group running on every day of the week (except Saturday) 
some in the day time and most in the evening. Small groups help our discipleship get grounded 
and provide a place for support and encouragement. Leaflets about the house groups can be 
found at the church welcome desk and information is on the church website. 

Equipping for Ministry
It was so good to see so many people out on the streets last week and meeting people and giving 
away leaflets as well as cleaning the streets etc. A number of us found it so easy and found that 
other people initiated the conversation. Keith Varney was one of those who joined in saying: 'I was 
a bit apprehensive beforehand, but found it to be a real blessing and far easier than I thought.' Do 
come along and join in! 

Enabling Mission
We were delighted to hear that one of the young people taken to Soul Survivor gave their life to 
Jesus Christ. Please pray for them and for Tim and the youth volunteers as they follow up and 
seek to disciple this young person. 



September 2017

2nd - Messy Church 10am
3rd - All Age Worship led by Jackie Berry 10:30am, Encounter led by 
Rob Collinson Preacher Gareth Higgs 6pm
5th - Church Prayer Meeting - 7:45pm
6th - Leadership Team Meeting - 7:30pm
9th - Saturday on the Streets 9:15 Prayer at church, 10am at Co-op
10th - Communion led by Rev Gareth Higgs 8:30am, Morning Worship 
led by Mike Williams Preacher Rev Gareth Higgs (includes 
communion) 10:30am, Encounter led by Jackie Berry 6pm

15th - Wedding of Bryony Williams & Josh Tate 2pm
16th - Saturday on the Streets 9:15 Prayer at church 10am at Co-op
17th - Morning Worship led by Dave Bell Preacher Rob Collinson 10:30am, Encounter led by Rob 
Collinson 6pm
21st - Evangelism Training Evening with Mark Greenwood 7:30pm
23rd - Saturday on the Streets 9:15am Prayer at Church, 10am at Co-op
24th - Morning Worship led by Rob Collinson 10:30am, City-wide Prayer & DCM Annual 
Celebration 6:30pm Derby City Church, Curzon Street
28th - Evangelism Training with Mark Greenwood 7:30pm
30th - Saturday on the Streets 9:15 Prayer at Church 10am at Co-op, Harvest Family Quiz 5pm

October 2017

1st - Morning Worship led by Jackie Berry Preacher Rev Gareth Higgs (including Communion) 
10:30am, Perspectives led by Dave Green 6pm
3rd - Church Prayer Meeting 7:45pm
5th - Evangelism Training 7:30pm
7th - Messy Church 10am
8th - Early Morning Communion led by Rev Gareth Higgs 8:30am,  Harvest Parade led by Mike 
Williams 10:30am, Encounter led by Rob & Bert Collinson 6pm
9th - Church Council 7:30pm
11th - Small Group Leaders Meeting 7:30pm
12th - Evangelism Training 7:30pm
15th - Big Welcome Sunday Preacher Rev Gareth Higgs 10:30am, Encounter led by Owen 
Collinson Preacher Rev Gareth Higgs 8pm
16th - Prayer Ministry Team Meeting 7:30pm
17th - Leadership Team Meeting 7:30pm
19th - Evangelism Training 7:30pm
21st - Wedding of James Hancox & Serena Cameron 4pm
22nd - Morning worship led by Rev Gareth Higgs (including thanksgiving for Iris Cheeseman) 
10:30am, Encounter led by Julian Pratt 6pm
31st - Light Party 
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